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Where is EM used in stock assessments?







How we used data from EM trips in the NE 
•Stocks: CC/GOM and SNE/MA yellowtail stocks, 
American plaice, pollock, GOM cod and haddock

• Landings data were used from all trips
• Max retention EM project trips required some work
• Age-length key from the fall survey was used to age the 
small (sub-legal) fish landed
• Resulting age-length distribution was applied to the small 
fish on those trips
• Standard age-length distribution applied to legal fish on 
those trips



What we learned from exploring data streams
• Technical challenges in integrating EM databases 
with our assessment databases

• Coordinating EM efforts across two catch data 
systems (GARFO quota monitoring, NEFSC 
assessment) adds to these challenges 



Our Intent
• To develop a fully functional EM system, from soup 
to nuts – as EM use expands in the region

You can tell 
by the 
monocle.

This is an 
assessment. 



What’s needed next for EM?
•Continuity of data streams 
•Image recognition expansion beyond groundfish
•QA/QC EM methods with traditional assessment 
methods

•Similar to testing with a new survey vessel
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